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CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 

EYAK VILLAGE 


Flit COM 


PREAMBLE 

^ e » a § rou P of Aleuts, Eskimos, Indians and Eyaks, hereafter referred to as natives 
residing principally within the South Central Region, in the State of Alaska, having 
a common bond of association and interests, in order to promote our security and 
social welfare, and advance and protect our common interest as the descendants of 
the aboriginal natives within the Eyak Village, do establish this constitution by the 
authority of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984) as amended by the Act of May 
1, 1936 (49 Stat. 1250). 7 


ARTICLE I - NAME 


The official name of this organization shall be the Eyak Village hereafter referred 
to as the village. 


ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1. The base membership roll of the Eyak Village shall consist of those 
persons whose names appear on the Eyak Village listing or on the Chugach regional 
corporation listing prepared pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act 
who actually reside in Eyak Village at the time of adoption of this constitution, and 
who make application for enrollment to the governing body of the Eyak Village 
within six months from the effective date of this constitution. Applications for 
enrollment of minors may be made by the parent or legal guardian. The base 
rnembership roll prepared pursuant to this section shall be subject to the approval 
of the Secretary of the Interior and a denial of enrollment by the governing body 

un ?5 r } se ction may be appealed to the Secretary of the Interior or his 
authorized representative whose decision shall be final. 

descendants of base enrollees shall be eligible for membership and shall 

. , f. nr °f , V^° n a PPli cat i° n and must be of at least one-quarter (1/4) degree Alaska 
Native blood. ° 


- ? c v .-* N° person shall be enrolled as a member of thus village who has received 
payments in land or money by virtue of having been enrolled as a member of some 
other tribe, band or community of Alaska Natives or American Indians. 


|3 C * - • t The general council shall maintain the membership roll current at all 
times. It shall have authority to enact ordinances, subject to the approval of the 
secretary of the Interior or his authorized representative, governing the adoption 
removal of members, provided, however, that any person whose name is 
removed from the membership roll shall have the right to appeal to the Area 

fnr^arHori ♦ * u^c 3ppeal is denied by the Area Dil rector, the appeal shall be 
forwarded to the Secretary of the Interior for his decision which shall be final. 
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(a) To employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and the fixing of fees to be 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior or his authorized 
representative. 

(b) To consult, negotiate, contract or conclude agreements with Federal, 
State and local governments on activities which may affect the Eyak Village. 

(c) To levy dues, fees and assessments on its members for village purposes 
and to provide for the collection thereof. No such levy of dues, fees or 
assessments shall be effective until ratified by majority vote of the adult 
members present at any regular or special meeting of the general council. 

(d) To organize or charter village enterprises, corporations or associations. 

(e) To prescribe rules and regulations governing future membership, loss of 
membership and the adoption of members. 

(f) To enact an election ordinance providing for fair elections, nomination of 
candidates, secret balloting and a method for handling protests and resolving 
election disputes. 

(g) To provide for the filling of vacancies in office. 

(h) To engage in any business that will further the economic well being of the 
members of the village or to undertake any activity of any nature whatever 
not inconsistent with Federal or State law or the provisions of the Act of 
June 18, 1934, as amended. 

(i) To protect the natural resources of the village. 

(j) To preserve and cultivate the arts, crafts and culture of the aboriginal 
natives of this village. 

(k) To promote the peace, safety, health and general welfare of the members 
of the village. 

Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Eyak Village but not expressly 
referred to in this constitution shall not be lost by reason of their omission but may 
be exercised by the general council through the adoption of appropriate 
constitutional amendments. 

ARTICLE VII - BILL OF RIGHTS 

Section 1 . All members of the village shall enjoy without hindrance freedom of 
worship, conscience, speech, press, assembly and association. 

Sec. 2 . This constitution shall not in any way alter, abridge or otherwise jeopardize 
the rights and privileges of the members of the village as citizens of the State of 
Alaska or the United States. 



ARTICLE III - GOVERNING BODY 
ARTICLE IV - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

7kJ-chair'm »n Th T. e Sha ,“ be an executive committee composed of a chairman a 

of .ha executive SS^tToT^S y^rsTutl 

their successors ere dulv £lpr , tprf anH inctaiiA^ tl ' ^ yeers or until 

act as officers of the village? d * ' The execut > v « committee shall also 

eenSal'counrn Th" ee k Sh K 11 p f (orrn such duties as sha " he delegated to it by 

srfear de ~ *■ r^r-^ha^s 


ARTICLE V- ELECTION 

sss t « '“^‘ a ,™,ers 

shall be held every two‘°yews n"? 'TT'"' 3 '^' Thereafter, elections 

duly elected and [nstelted W$ Sha “ h °‘ d ° flice un,U ,heir successors are 

™ »- - * - 

SeoJ. All elections shall be by secret ballot. 

StTo-, been T (18 > ° f ^ or over and 

have passed foUowing comp.etion & 

S35& WlowTng ' Tta Sve^oT’Sh’ ^ 8eneral C0Undl WitMn * W 
include but not be limited m tZ.Zl f 'onst.tut.on. Such ordinance shall 

nomination of candidates absentee balloting ° V h * air ^ lection » secret balloting, 
and resolving election disputes. Provisions* sha/I^h ^ P rotests 

conduct of recall and referendum elections"! nrf? i be lncluded regarding the 
petitions. Elections to amend this^n ? * ? d u / u f orm Procedure for submitting 
with Article XIV of this constitution. ° sha11 be conducted in accordance 

ARTICLE VI - POWERS 

Se'rcuTthe Mowing powerstibiec . ' \ au,h T i, t the execu,iv<! committee, shall 
by Federal law or the Constitution of the United SteteT ,mP ° S ' d UP °" $UCh P ° WerS 



x '• o o' 

involving misconduct reflecting on the dignity and integrity of the tribal 
government, malfeasance in office, or gross neglect of duty shall be removed from 
office if at least three (3) members of the executive committee vote in favor of 
such removal. Voting must be by secret ballot and the chairman is entitled to vote. 
The accused shall have the right to cast a secret ballot. Before any vote for 
removal is taken, the accused shall be given a written statement of the charges 
against him at least ten (10) days before the meeting of the executive committee 
at which he is to appear and he shall be given an opportunity to answer any and all 
charges at the designated executive committee meeting. The decision of the 
executive committee shall be final. No member of the executive committee shall 
preside over the meeting at which his removal is being considered. 

Sec. 2 . Recall. Upon receipt of a petition signed by at least fifty percent (50%) of 
the qualified voters of the village, it shall be the duty of the executive committee 
to call and conduct within thirty (30) days an election to consider the recall of an 
elected official. The election shall be conducted pursuant to the election 
ordinance. Once an individual has been subjected to recall proceedings, he shall 
not again be subject to such action during the balance of his term of office. 

SecXJ. Forfeiture. If any member of the executive committee shall be found 
guilty of a felony in any Federal or State Court, shall die, resign, is absent without 
being excused by the executive committee for more than three (3) consecutive 
meetings in succession, or has ceased to physically reside in the State of Alaska, he 
shall automatically forfeit his office. 

ARTICLE IX - VACANCIES 

Section 1 . Any vacancy in the executive committee, whether it be by removal, 
recall or forfeiture, shall be filled within thirty (30) days of the date it becomes 
vacant by special election of the general council unless such vacancy occurs within 
sixty (60) days of the regular election. The office shall then remain vacate until 
the regular annual election is held. Special elections to fill such vacancies shall be 
conducted pursuant to the procedures set forth in the election ordinance for special 
elections. 


ARTICLE X - DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1. The chairman shall preside at all meetings. of the general council and of 
the executive committee and shall perform all duties of the chairman and shall 
exercise any authority delegated to him or her by the general council or the 
executive committee. 

Sec. 2. The vice-chairman shall, in the absence of the chairman, perform all duties 
and assume all responsibilities vested in the chairman. The vice-chaHrnan shall, 
upon the request of the chairman, assist in carrying out the duties of the chairman. 

The secretary shall keep an accurate account of all proceedings and 
officials records of the general council and the executive committee. The 
secretary shall be responsible for the prompt and efficient handling of all 
correspondence pertaining to the village. All official records of the secretary shall 
be open to inspection during normal working hours by the members of the council , 



at their request. The secretary shall keep an accurate list of all members of the 

, m h M.‘- be the . secre,a [> , ' s responsibility to keep minutes ol 
an regular and special meetings and to subm t copies of such minutes tn th* 

r.r r ,' n m ° f 7" A "^horage Agency. The secretary sha« rS t\£„« 

thSTiiV h T a c0 . un F‘ l m =eting and at the expiration of his term of office ali 

IxUXetmm?,Tee r . S W$ P °“ essi °" sha " be ^ 

sha P il keeo e Tn m a cc ban , k ^ * ,he Federal ScM He 

ssa.’i'n srr.iS:: r£ 

shall turn over to h s succ es o on Se .1'°" ?' h ' S ,erm ° m “- ,he measurer 
papers and funds in his possession eCU, ' Ve comnnttee all the records and 

ARTICLE XI - MEETINGS 

s^®35?^S5SSrSSS2 

«?=£s 

general council un]«s a Quorum is p""^ '* "* eX0CU,iVe * <•» 

^e^^duct^i^accordance 6 witl^Robe 2T', ° £ ,he general sha “ 

conf,ic, with a CXCep ‘ " here said 
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ARTICLE XII - TRIBAL ENACTMENTS 

j S£ tlon l a Ordinances. All final decisions on matters of general and permanent 
interest to members of the village shall be embodied in ordinances such as an 
enrollment or an election ordinance. Such enactments shall be available for 
inspection by members of the village during normal office hours. 

SeCj_2. Resolutions and Motions. All final decisions on matters of short term or 

Wl T e - a f0rmaJ ex P ression is needed shall be embodied in 
resolutions. Other decisions of a temporary nature or relating to particular 

!I? mfnMt*’ offl . cl ^ s ,f r L commi «ees shall be put in the form of motions and noted in 

normal^ offic^urs* ^ aV3llabIe for ins P ection b y members of the village during 

Sec^. All ordinances and resolutions shall be dated and numbered and shall 

c f. rtl£ i cat ‘ on showing the presence of a quorum and the number of 
members voting for or against the proposed enactment. 

f^ni l JL enaCt « ® nt ° f ® xecutive commi «ee or the general council shall have 

Uaan a ^ l<t | t i y J >r ef£ect ln the absence of a quorum of the membership thereof at a 
legally called session. 

ARTICLE XIII - SEVERABILITY 

11 ^ f rovision of , thi . s constitution shall in the future be declared invalid by a 
com P e > tenT jurisdiction, the invalid provision or provisions shall be severed 
and the remaining provisions shall continue in full force and effect. 

ARTICLE XIV - AMENDMENTS 

nriay be amended b y a majority vote of the qualified voters of 
S^re^v V if a t 8 il V i 0 l in8 - at 30 ^! ection ca,led and conducted for that purpose by the 
thirtw t3 ^ y ° f t ^l rt ~ t v eri ? r ^ hls authorized representative; provided, that at least 

° f th0S fr entitled t0 VOte Sha11 Vote such election No 
Secretary^! £? Interior™ “““ “ Sha '‘ tave been a PP ro « d » 

on^i 1 be the i Uty 0i I he Secretaf y of the Interior to call and conduct an election 
o^nt?t° P0Se r d ame ? dmen ? at the written request of the general council or upon 

tte 52 VUtege! PeUtl0n S ‘ gned bV 3t 16351 ° nem "* rd ° /3) ° f the eli * ible VOters ^ f 


ARTICLE XV - ADOPTION 

This constitution shall be in effect when it is ratified by a majority of the qualified 

orchis desiBnaVed^J 1 ^ 1 * 00 CaUed f0r that PUrp ° S6 by the Secretar> y o{ theVerior 

enthL ,oto,l shXo“? ei Pr ° V ‘ ded ' “ tNr,y P erc '"’ (30%) of *“• 



APPROVAL 


Acting Deputy 

l, /a/ Theodore C. Krenake , Commissioner of Indian Affairs by 

virtue of the authority granted to the Secretary of the Interior by the Act of 
June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), and the Alaska Act of May l, 1936 (49 Stat. 1250), as 
amended, do hereby approve the foregoing Constitution of the Eyak Village, 
Alaska. 


/3 / Theodore C. Kxenzke 
Acting Deputy Commissioner 

Washington, D. C. 

Date:' JUN 1 8 1980 
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CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION 


Pursuant to an order issued , 1979, 

by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs the foregoing Constitution 

of the Eyak Village was submitted for ratification to the eligible voters 

adopted 

of the Eyak village and was on , 1980, duly rejected by 

a vote of for, and against, in an election in which 

(number) (number) - 

at least thirty percent (30%) of the entitled to vote cast 

(number) 

their ballots in accordance with the Alaska Act of May 1, 1936 (49 Stat. 
1250) and Section 16 of the Act of dune 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), as amended 
by the Act of June 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 378). 


Chairman, Election Board 


Election Board Member 


Election Board Member 



